THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
not turned by high office was Lloyd George. Anyone could
approach him and would always get a smiling, good-natured
reception. To see Baldwin go stamping thrcmgh the Lobby on
his way to or from his room looking straight in front, a fixed
stare, solemn and unsmiling, so that it was not necessary to
recognize anyone, was to realize how much Baldwin's natural
friendliness had been modified in the interests of the traditional
aloofness of a Prime Minister.
MacDonald had all the stately dignity, the Persian grace of
the Victorian diplomatist. Pie had the brow of Apollo, a finely
modelled head, with great width across the cheek-bones. A
face of well-defined features, and he carried himself with an air
of authority. Certainly, this Labour Leader, who woufd don
the mantle of Canning and Castlereagh, Palmerston and Salis-
bury, Granville and Gladstone, did no discredit to these
immortals in dignity and distinction. Indeed,, he may be said
to have been more distinguished than any predecessor since
Gladstone.
His eyes were the worst feature of his face. They had a cold,
hard look about them. Writing of pictures and photographs
of MacDonald an author has compared him to 6 a tiger in his
strength, his fierce driving and holding energy. In his lightning
fierceness, he has the endless patience of the jungle king, a
patience that can hide everything but its own unsleeping
purpose.*1
No one who knew MacDonakPs chronic hesitancy and his
petulance would speak of his driving force or endless patience,
but the comparison may be just in one particular. In the
association of beauty with callousness may lie that * fearful
symmetry * of which the poet speaks. Epstein, the master
genius, has caught this hard and sinister hcartlessncss of
MacDonald in a bust which is a revelation of stark realism.
Psychologists say that the first years of life are the most
important in the determination of character. During those
sensitive years, impressions arc made that may remain and
deepen right through life. Reference has already been made
to the peculiar circumstances of MacDonald's infancy and to
the evidences in his life and character of the psychological
reactions to his heredity and environment* The spoilt child
1 J. Ramsay MacDonald, by Mary Agnes Hamilton*
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